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Dear Mr Walker
 
Thank you for your email of 31 March 2023 and for bringing this to our attention.
 
I note your email raises comments on the acceptance of various Additional Submissions
[AS-001 to AS-008] that were submitted by the Applicant further to the Immingham Eastern
Ro-Ro Terminals acceptance for Examination on 6 March 2023 [PD-001] and the Planning
Inspectorate’s issuing of section 51 advice on the same day [PD-003]. The applicant
submitted AS-001 to AS-008 variously on 15, 17 and 28 March and the reasoning for the
submission of these documents was provided in accompanying covering emails.
 
The Examining Authority was appointed on 20 March 2023 [PD-004] and taking account of
the reasons provided by the Applicant for the submission of the various documents, it agreed
to their acceptance and publication as Additional Submissions. When the various documents
were published the Applicant’s covering emails were not concurrently published and the
Examining Authority has requested that omission be rectified as quickly as possible to assist
with the understanding as to why the various documents were submitted by the Applicant.
The Examining Authority has also requested that the examination library be updated and
annotated to explain which of the originally submitted application documents have been
superseded by the Additional Submissions.
 
With respect to the updated Transport Assessment [AS-008], the Applicant has explained
that missing annexes containing survey data were omitted in error from the originally
submitted version [APP-108] and the resubmitted Transport Assessment contains the
missing background information. The Examining Authority took the view that the acceptance
of the revised Transport Assessment would assist any parties viewing this document during
the relevant representations period, because it included missing background data which the
Transport Assessment’s written text relies on. As you highlighted it appears in recompiling
the Transport Assessment Figure 3 on e-page 64, has been lost/‘corrupted’. That matter has
been drawn to the Applicant’s attention and addressed through the submission of a version
of the Transport Assessment that includes the previously missing Figure 3 and that corrected
version of AS-008 has been published and is available via the Examination Library.
 
Version 2 [AS-005] of Chapter 6 of the Environmental Statement (ES) should be treated as
superseding the originally submitted version [APP-042]. The updated version of Chapter 6 of
the ES contains a more comprehensive glossary, and the inclusion of that glossary does not
alter the substance of the originally submitted ES chapter. Similarly, the revised Engineering
Sections Drawings [AS-007] supersede the originally submitted drawings [APP-010] and
show vertical sections without break lines, enabling these drawings to be more easily
interpreted by all parties, including the Examining Authority.
 
The submission of Annex C Wold Ecology PEAR July 21 [AS-002] is a document which
could not be accessed via a link included in the originally submitted version of Volume 3 -
Appendix 6.2 - Preliminary Ecological Appraisal [APP-082].
 
The potential need for the Examining Authority and other parties to have sight of various
historic pieces of legislation to assist with the interpretation of the draft Development
Consent Order [APP-013] and the Explanatory Memorandum [APP-014] was identified in the
Inspectorates section 51 advice. AS-001, AS-003, AS-004 and AS-006 comprise the historic





Five other additional submissions were published on 29 March (AS-001, AS-002, AS-003, AS-004 and AS-
006), it is not clear if these now form part of the application

 
This appears to have happened because the Applicant has started the representation period before addressing
the issues raised by the Planning Inspectorate in its s51 advice accompanying acceptance of the second
application.
 
It is unacceptable (and potentially unlawful) to add or amend application documents during the representation
period (a) without notifying anyone and (b) with less than 28 days for parties to prepare their relevant
representations following the publication of the new information.  It should also not be for interested parties to
have to work out what has changed, this should be set out in a covering document.
 
We therefore request that (a) all parties are notified that the new documents have been added, (b) a covering
document is drafted and included in the notification that sets out what has changed, and (c) all parties are given at
least 28 days from the date they receive such notification to submit their relevant representations (or further
representations if they have already submitted).  If any further additions or changes are made, the same
procedure should be followed.
 
Yours sincerely
 

 

  Partner

W 
 
For and on behalf of BDB Pitmans LLP
One Bartholomew Close, London EC1A 7BL   
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